COMMON WRITING
MISTAKES

AND HOW TO AVOID THEM

Prof. Eve Bratman




WHY DOES THIS MATTER?

A The stakes are high . A simple mistake can raise a red flag and get
someone else the job you wanted.

AYou never know who is reading . And most people assume you are dumb
If you use bad grammar. Most of this stuff is expected to be mastered by 6 th
grade.

A Defy low expectations : Let Hs face 1 t, you'H e 1in

Older folks will often assume that millennials will write em~ails that start
with HheyH and end ttwsoblbnTMHawYkae, woltl "H i k

someone with your charmingly old -fashioned etiquette.
A All -around strength!
Being a careful writer can also help you become a more careful reader. It is
actually pretty fun to catch typos in the New York Times , and once you hone these

skills, you can edit other people™™s wor k mo

t

e |

h e

re

e f




1. QUOTE & PARAPHRASE
CONFUSION

A paraphrased citation looks something like this:
Falgotta (2014) explained the importance of using citations.

To directly quote citations, it should look something like this:
‘H Citati ons may be paraphrased or directly

AUse quotes. Note aut hor Hs | as t(listhnredmiEno datea t e
IS listed ).

A bibliography at the end of your paper should encompass both

paraphrased and quoted sources. ‘HWor ks Ci
‘HRef er ences’H

APA style is a good standard for bibliographic sources to use.

Consistency is key, no matter which format you choose. @



WHAT ARE THE PROBLEMS
HERE?

Fal g o twork (24) was the definitive statement on

writing with appropriate sources. Falgotta saysin How to
Write Well that citations should always be used for direct
guotes (2014). ™MHUsiIi ng citations 1| s g

substantiating argumentation and convincing readers that
there Is scientific and scholarly support for novel evidence or
non-i nt ui ti ve stHRlgotang201d,9..23H ( '; -
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CITING ENOUGH (AND
TOO MUCH)

DonHt wuse full titles I n your text unl ess

Citations function like a shout -out. Give your props and move on.

ThereHs wusually no neeahd tqute.p daacdup to yoargeote
with summary or  ananalysis , then use the quote to richly illustrate the point.

Amount of citations 1 Citations are used to demonstrate your research and
back up facts and evidence -based points. It is important to cite even if you are
a subject expert. Students usually have too few citations, not too many.

Patchworking . Every single sentence should not be a citation. It is iImportant
to make a point 1} one you yourself thought of, through synthesis and analysis
and then back it up with citations to demonstrate your research.
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SOURCES

(IN)APPROPRIATE

Blogs : Blogs may sometimes contain news -worthy information, and reading blogs is
usually fun . DonHt stop r eadi n g usudiye they cortaimopiming and
other information that has not been peer -reviewed.

DO NOT use blogs as a source In your research papers. Exception: they could be a
good first -hand source if you are doing a research paper, say, about social media and

the Arab Spring.

Also avoid:

A Wikipedia, Dictionary, eHow , Q & A sites

A Going to Google before going to the library website in search of scholarly sources.

| recommend avoid
any long direct quotes. They are usually used by students to fill up space.

@


https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/02/

2. GETCOMFORTABLE WITH THE
THIRD PERSON

A Do not write a paper that begins with something like:

| chose to write about this because blah blah blah .
There is no need to mention the author (aka the student). Just write about the topic.

A In a reflection, first person is fine, but you still need to be mindful of when to situate
yourself in the work, and when to be an observer.

Taking in RioHs culture by walking 1ts streets,
local language has made me grow i n ways | canH put 1 nto
IS felt very strongly by me.

Tip: Reword.E.g. "Hbut | feel these changes very strongl
passive) (you only need to put your “H H into th@s



3. GOOFY APOSTROPHES

Alts: a possessive pronoun

Al t "Hs : | t Hs can be possessive, Dbut 1t Hs
Al't Hs 1 s a mer gi ng ibhas, itpasttehs@).nd Hi s. H (or

AS'™H i s possessive for a word that ends

AEg. : Jef fr ey SrhecEhdsofHPovertyo k,
Aand: The Kuznets curve predicts®
AExample: | t this Al o tturH$o speak. No one can take its place.

A Tip: Try replacing your "its" with "his" in the sentence. If it comes out sounding

right, "its" can stay
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WHAT’S WRONG HERE?

Since the return to power of the old-guard authoritarian Party of the Institutional
Revolution (PRI) with Pena Nieto on December 1st, 2012, Mexico has experienced a
systematic unravelling of the rule of law and human rights. Mexico is today one of the
most dangerous country's in the world for the press, with frequent assassinations and
threats against journalists. Freedom of assembly is also systematically under attack,
with the number of political prisoners and arbitrary detentions of activists
skyrocketing in recent years. Plurality in the media has also been significantly reduced
with the recent arbitrary firing of Mexico's leading independent news anchor, Carmen

John M. Ackerman, Professor, UNAM-Mexico City; Editor-in-Chief, Mexican Law Review; Columnist, Proceso and La
Jornada. fi T othvedNorthalization' of US-Mexico Re | a t Huffimgton Bost Blog. http://www.huffingtonpost.com/john-
m-ackerman/toward-the-normalization-of-us-mexico-relations_b_7789804.html

Posted: 07/14/2015 1:40 pm EDT Updated: 07/14/2015 2:59 pom EDT



3. CONJUNCTION ABUSE

ALOT

It has become almost fun for me to come across
people who take the phrase "a lot" and condense
it down into one word, because when someone
says " alot ," this is what | imagine:

Source: Hyperboleandahalf.blogspot.com @



| CARE ABOUT THIS ALOT

ALOT MORE DANGEROUS

X.

...baby less dangerous

ALOT OF FIRE

| HEAR THAT ALOT...

ALOT OF BEER CANS




4. OVERLY-ENTHUSIASTIC
CAPITALIZATION

A Capitalizations should ~ NOT be used
for emphasis.

A UNLESS YOU USE ALL CAPS AND
WANT TO CONVEY A SORT OF
SHOUTING VOICE TO YOUR
READER (!)

ATry bold ,instead. Or italics . Or,
underlines .

A Or, all of the above. @




DO NOT TAKE YOUR CUES
FROM MARKETING AND ADS.

ALSO, DO NOT TAKE THE
INTERNET AS A GUIDE.




